Insect identification

This activity is designed to be completed during a walk or camp, Networks could run it as a base for other sections to take part in.

Equipment: 

· A large white sheet or sheet of paper

· umbrellas 

· Broom handles or sturdy sticks

· insect books / charts for identification (these can be purchased easily online)

· Small, clear plastic pots with lids/ jam jars 

· Magnifying glasses 

· Pooters (small clear pots with tubes that enable you to suck up bugs)

Method:
1. Select the tree or bush to be investigated
2. Lay a white sheet on the ground if investigating a tree or use an upturned umbrella if investigating a bush

3. Using the broom handle / stick tap or shake a branch without damaging the tree. 
The idea is that the bugs will fall off the twigs and leaves that they were perched on. 
4. Count the different number of species

5. Using the magnifying glass and books try to indentify a selection of the insects caught (Remember insects with wings will fly away try to indentify them first)

Return the insects to their original location

